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that the remaining portion of this splendid mound be
removed in order to use it for filling an abandoned
gravel-pit!
About Cuzco, Peru, the former Incan capital, the
only remains of the Incan and pre-Incan civilizations
left standing are those which the Dons found im-
possible or impractical to destroy, but by far the
greater number were torn down or were utilized in
building the Spaniards' houses and churches.
As I have said, one of the most remarkable features
of many of the prehistoric American civilizations is
the fact that,, judged by our present knowledge, they
appear to have had no beginning and no logical end-
ing. Hence there is nothing with which to compare
them when trying to place their age. There are no
superimposed remains and no earlier, evolutionary or
more primitive remains of the same races. Such
abrupt beginnings and endings are the usual rather
than the unusual thing. It is the case with our mound-
builders, with the Codes of Panama, with the Mana-
bis of Ecuador, the Tiahuanacans of Bolivia, the
pre-Incan civilizations of Peru, and even with the
Mayas.
But when, as in certain localities in Mexico, Cen-
tral and South America and elsewhere, we find the
remains of one culture superimposed on one or more
others, we can be assured that the lowest of the strata
is the most ancient, even if we cannot guess their
relative ages within several thousand years.
Also, we know that many of the prehistoric civili-
zations of America are of almost inconceivable age.
At the very lowest estimate, we know that some of
them go back for fully five thousand years, and we